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UPCOMING
EVENTS AT
THE PARK
September 8, 9 - “The
FOW Mountain Bike Festival”
including “NEMBA Fest” (9/8).
September 9 - “The
Landmine Classic Mountain
Bike Race,” sponsored by “Bike
Barn.”
September 17 - FOW
members meet at 7:00 pm in
the park’s Visitor Center.

“Kudos to Brian Hill for
the benches, Jim Dillon for
kiosks and trail work,
AmeriCorps for water bar
and bridge installs, Andy
Mills for Rose of Sharon,
Mark Cullings, John
Kenney and Donna Howard
for stocking the kiosks,
REI for docks and Boy
Scouts for bunker rehab.”
ERIC ODDLEIFSON,
FOW Secretary

Top photo is the deed of township for the Town of Hingham. The original deed is framed and
stored at the Hingham Town Hall on Central Street. Josiah Wompatuck, chief sachem of the
Massachuset tribe, contributed the land in 1665 which comprises present day Hingham. His
“mark” or signature “IO” is located at the bottom of the deed with the other tribal elders. The
deed line with his imprint is enlarged in the second photo with the translation:
“the mark (J.W.’s) of (red wax legal stamp) Wompatuck called by the English Josiah.”

Wompatuck Victim of Mohawk War
By Jim Rose, FOW News Editor and Historian

Sachem Chief Josiah Wompatuck
(white deer) was born around 1627. His
father was Chief Chickataubut (thankful
fire), one of the great sachems among
Massachuset Indians. He died of small
pox in 1633.

Wompatuck was not raised by the
Wompanoag tribe as commonly believed.
His tribe was subject to them. The
Massachusets paid fealty to the
Wompanoags since 1617 due to the great
plague of 1613-17.
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Walkway to Bunker N9.

Concrete retaining wall construction.

Bunker N9 entrance way.

Bunker Project Update With Andy Mills
Three Life Scouts from Boy Scouts
of America Troop 4480 in Kingston have
been working to preserve an old military
bunker in Wompatuck State Park. Each
boy is working to complete the high rank
of Eagle Scout and has a distinct role in
the restoration.
Colby Alves has been hard at work
researching the history of the bunker. He
has found that although it was rumored to
store weapons from World War II, it was
mostly used to store the military buildup
during the Cold War. The history Colby
has documented will be displayed on a

sign at the site. He has also begun the
layout for the memorial garden located in
the area.
Tim Benza has been hard at work
planning the access to the bunker. He has
cleared the entrance and the area for the
ramp up to the loading dock. Tim has hit
several stumbling blocks with contractors
not fulfilling their promises. He has
overcome these setbacks and begun work
forming the concrete ramp (see photos).
Dan Benza has been hard at work
cleaning the bunker and painting the
loading area. Dan has scraped and painted

the large steel doors, and put a first coat
on the loading dock walls. He has also
started patching the concrete walls that
have cracked over time.
Although there is no set deadline on
this large project, each boy hopes to finish
this fall. To visit the site, travel about one
quarter mile past the visitor center to a
clearing on the right leading to a short
path (see photo). The area is an active
construction site, so please preview the
area with due caution.
To lend a hand on the project, contact
Andy Mills at: andyman1968@aol.com.

Wompatuck Victim of Mohawk War (continued from page 1)
The tribe never fully recovered from
that devastation. As a result, their chief
sachem became subject to the Supreme
Chief Sachem, Massasoit of Pilgrim fame.
The Massachusets were incorporated
indirectly into the Wompanoag nation.
Wompatuck lived in Neponset and
owned most of present day South Shore.
He at one time claimed to be one of the
Praying Indians but separated from them
later, although still friendly with the
English.
Wompatuck participated in the
Mohawk War of 1663-1680 between the
New England Indians and the Mohawk
Indians.The Mohawks were members of
the Iroquois Nation. Based in upstate New
York, the Mohawks were deeply feared by
the New England tribes because of their
random and violent raids.
In 1669 Wompatuck and his army of
700 Algonquins led a revenge attack on
the Mohawk fort at Caughnawaga, New
York. Out-gunned and ill equipped,
Wompatuck’s force was beaten back into
retreat.
During the rout, the Mohawks
ambushed and killed 50 of the leading
warriors including Wompatuck. Peace
was eventually brought to them by the
mediation of the Dutch and English.

Puritan Daniel Gookin, who knew
Wompatuck, describes the battle in his
“Historical Collections of the New
England Indians.” Here is his account of
the battle:
“In the year 1669, the war having now
continued between the Maquas (Mohawks) and
our Indians, about six years, divers Indians, our
neighbors, united their forces together, and made
an army to about 6 or 700 men, and marched
onto Maquas country to take revenge on them.
This enterprise was contrived and
undertaken without the privity, and contrary to
the advice of their English friends. Mr. Eliot
(reverend) and myself, in particular, dissuaded
them, and gave them several reasons against it,
but they would not hear us.
Five of the Christian Indians went with
them, and but one (James Rumneymarsh) only
returned alive. The chiefest general in this
expedition was the principle sachem of the
Massachusets, named Josiah, a wise and stout
man, of middle age, but a very vicious person.
He had considerable knowledge in the
Christian religion; and sometimes when he was
younger, seemed to profess it for a time; for he
was bred by his uncle Kuchamakin, who was
the first sachem and his people to whom Mr.
Eliot preached.
Of those who went out with Wompatuck
from other tribes we have no record, but there

were many, probably, as usual as upon such
expeditions.
The army arrived at the Mohawk fort after
a journey of about 200 miles; when upon
besieging some time, and having some of their
men killed in sallies, and sundry others sick,
they gave up the siege and retreated. Meanwhile
the Mohawks pursued them, got in their front,
and, from an ambush, attacked them in defile,
and a great fight ensued. Finally the Mohawks
were put in flight by the extraordinary bravery
and prowess of Wompatuck and his captains.
But what was the most calamitous in this
disastrous expedition, was, the loss of the great
chief Wompatuck, who after performing
prodigies of valor, was killed in repelling the
Mohawks in their last attack, with almost all
his captains in number of about 50, as was
supposed. This was a severe stroke to these
Indians, and they suffered much from chagrin
on their way home.”
This was the last pan-Algonquin
offensive against the Iroquois from
southern New England. This humiliating
defeat of the Wompatuck expedition led
the governors of New York and
Connecticut to seek a new IroquoisAlgonquin peace agreement at Albany in
1671. Wompatuck’s son Charles Josiah
became sachem in 1671.

