WOMPATUCK NEWS
Messages from a Depot Marine
Editor’s Note:
Due to my old computer’s demise,
Wompatuck News has a new look.
I hope you enjoy this issue.
Jim Rose

Retired Marine
Max Sarazin was a
guard at the
Hingham Naval
Ammunition Depot
in 1954. He was
featured in Issue 45
of last year. He sent
me the following two anniversary
stories this past July. The first covers
our country’s Declaration of
Independence. The second describes a
German U-boat attack on July 21,
1918 at Nauset Beach. Sarazin lives
nearby in Eastham. The ammunition
depot was a major anti-submarine
munitions center during both world
wars.

Declaration of Independence
Have you ever wondered what
happened to the 56 men who signed
the Declaration of Independence?





Five signers were captured by
the British as traitors, and
tortured before they died.
Twelve had their homes
ransacked and burned.
Two lost their sons serving in
the Revolutionary Army;
another had two sons captured.
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Nine of the 56 fought and died
from wounds or hardships of the
Revolutionary War.

They signed, and they pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor. What kind of men
were they?




Twenty-four were lawyers
and jurists.
Eleven were merchants,
Nine were farmers and large
plantation owners; men of
means, well educated.

But they signed the Declaration of
Independence knowing full well that
the penalty would be death if they
were captured.
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a
wealthy planter and trader, saw his
ships swept from the seas by the
British Navy. He sold his home and
properties to pay his debts and died in
rags.
Thomas McKeam was so hounded
by the British that he was forced to
move his family almost constantly. He
served in the Congress without pay,
and his family was kept in hiding. His
possessions were taken from him, and
poverty was his reward.
Vandals or soldiers looted the
properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer,
Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward,
Ruttledge, and Middleton.
At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas
Nelson, Jr. noted that the British
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General Cornwallis had taken over the
Nelson home for his headquarters. He
quietly urged General George
Washington to open fire. The home
was destroyed, and Nelson died
bankrupt.
Francis Lewis had his home and
properties destroyed. The enemy
jailed his wife, and she died within a
few months.
John Hart was driven from his
wife's bedside as she was dying. Their
13 children fled for their lives. His
fields and his gristmill were laid to
waste. For more than a year he lived
in forests and caves, returning home
to find his wife dead and his children
vanished. A few weeks later he died
from exhaustion and a broken heart.
Norris and Livingston suffered
similar fates.
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Such were the stories and
sacrifices of the American Revolution.
These were not wild-eyed, rabblerousing ruffians. They were softspoken men of means and education.
They had security, but they valued
liberty more.
Standing tall, straight, and
unwavering, they pledged: "For the
support of this declaration, with firm
reliance on the protection of the
divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other, our lives, our
fortunes, and our sacred honor."
Remember that we're not
celebrating the "4th of July." We don't
call Christmas the "25th of
December." We don't call Valentine's
Day the "14th of February." It's not
just the 4th of July, it's our
Independence Day. Hope this inspired
you.

U-156 Attacks Cape Cod
The Attack on Orleans was a naval
and air action during World War I
when a German submarine fired on
the town of Orleans, Massachusetts on
the eastern coast of the Cape Cod
peninsula and on some nearby
merchant vessels.

U-156 looking for prey.
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only section of the United States coast
shelled by the enemy during World
War I."

Perth Amboy crew beach after attack.

During the morning of July 21,
1918, German submarine U-156
captained by Richard Feldt surfaced
three miles off Orleans and fired its
two deck guns at the town and at the
passing tugboat Perth Amboy, which
had four barges in tow. Perth Amboy
was heavily damaged, and three of the
four barges were sunk. The shells
fired at the town landed harmlessly in
a marsh and on Nauset Beach, giving
the town of Orleans the distinction of
being the only spot in the United
States that received enemy fire during
World War I. There were no fatalities.
Nearby Station No. 40 of the
United States Life-Saving Service
launched a surfboat under heavy
enemy shellfire and rowed out to
rescue the 32 sailors trapped aboard
the tug and barges. US Navy Curtiss
HS flying boats and Curtiss Model R
bombers responded from Naval Air
Station Chatham, and they divebombed U-156.
A sign above the beach
commemorates the engagement:
"Three miles offshore, in the
direction of the arrow, was the scene
of attack of a German submarine on a
tug and barges July 21, 1918. Several
shells struck the beach. This is the
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Sign commemorating the attack.

U-156 got away and headed north,
where it continued to attack other
Allied ships. A few shells and craters
were found on shore in Orleans and in
the nearby marsh. Newspapers dubbed
the engagement the "Battle of
Orleans" and offered a reward for the
discovery of submarine supply bases
in the Bay of Fundy. The attack on
Orleans was the only Central Powers
attack on the contiguous United States
during World War I. It was also the
first time that the United States was
shelled by artillery since the Siege of
Fort Texas in 1846.
In the end, the Perth Amboy,
though battered and bruised, lived to
tug another day and again proved to
be a thorn in the German’s side.
It was sold to Great Britain during
World War II and helped evacuate
French citizens at Dunkirk.
As for the U-156, it would
continue to sink ships off the coast of
Maine and Canada for weeks.
Triumphant and homeward bound; it
hit a mine on September 25 off
Norway and sunk with no survivors.
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